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"Oae factor restraining 
terms, in their general 
relations, including U. S 


the Soviets was the political cost in world 
propaganda position, in.,taany bilateral 
, relations. 


’’For reasons known only to themselves 
Monday, going in because the danger of 
go along was too great. 


sent troops in on 
C z e ch o s lo vakia 


"Let us be very clear about one thing. Military intervention means 
nuclear war. There is no mistake about it. For us to intervene 
would mean World War HI, So world public opinion is our resort. 
The USSR is particularly sensitive to this area of propaganda. It 
is a main instriament of their own policy. 


"Leonard Marks will give you a briefing on the almost unanimous 
world opinion condeming the Soviet action. It is more unanimous 
than I would have guessed. 


tnt world reaction that I have seen 
restraint on the Soviets. They m£ 
irtant that the voice of Czechoslova 
s, its President and on clandestine 
widespread. There are 20, 000 
rakia right now, sitting down in 


s of C2S echo Slovakian 







"Remember the Dominican Republic 
we had sent our troops in that the £ij 
or setting up a Castro Regime. So t 
authorized intervention, adding the f 


It was c lear m two 4 ays after 
was about restoring Tr^|lllo 


of other nations lo our own 


*^People will try to muddy up this things to call black white 
ean^t dO: it« 


hope this Cabinet will use all its influence to stop it* 
neM week, ne^ct month, the decisions will still be there, 
the hard questions of offensive and defextsive weapons^ 3 
and just can^t throw up our hands and say that it is a 
We must continue on* We must live in the real world* 




for his thought 


"here are many nations in Asia and the world who 

hut who do condemn the Soviet action m 

e are alee prepared lor United Nations action on V 
.|*^8 We will ask that the Vietnam motion b< 

«»re rmdy lor it. " 











an NBC television program' wliere ' 
policy m Yietoam, comi^rlii 


'^1 called them up to protests I think we need plenty of other spoke amem 
to speak up* ^ * not government mens not the Secretary of State^ hut 
other i^ualifieci men* The Yica President canh get involved^ hut we 
do need help » * « it would really hurt if people were allowed to grab 
this Cz^echoslovaMaB issue and turn it on us*'' 


the Gabinet gat all the views 


am aimious 

don*t expect you all to be foreign policy experts* ; * I want to take 
all the time needed to discuss and prepare Cabinet memhers for 
television and speeches* * * * So if we run a little over in this meeting 
today^ I hope it will be worthwhile* * * * 1 want to hear your views and 

give you minei so ask all the questions that you can* 


started with more troops than we have 
that Gailbraith lunched with me earl 
^ doings but he began looking for dis- 
perse* So many of the good soldiers th 
resolution have fallen by the wa,yside* 


want peace now worse than anyone in the wc 
witibout retreat* There is a lot of talk about our 
and now Saigon is under attack eigain. If we bad 
falling on our capital, I donh think we would say 


views on 


The President asked Secretary Clifford to give 
Csechoslovakian developments* 
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to the Unltii <?rr « **"* wo*M4hM ;,■ 

*f' ^«w«« States, The Joint CM#I» of he4.kVBo«t ■ 

mon,m thU morning on C.,cho.lov»kxa to ... wh.t 

"The Joint Chiefs had reached about the same decisions on Cim^m.- 
as the State Department and the rest of w«, it looked as if the Sovti 
ha made all efforts to reach an accommodation with the Czechs, 
The Soviet military had also influenced the Cierna meeting. They 
brought along not only Kosygin and Breehnev, but ten or eleven 
Politburo members. The meeting seemed to go well and the later 
Bratislava meeting seemed to go just as well. The Joint Chiefs 
believe that the .Soviets had indeed worked out an agreement. The 
fact that Kosygin and Breehnev did not go alone offers some proof 
that they could not be overruled at home. 


’’Militarily, it has been a very clever and sophisticated strategy. 

Thii is the time of year when they usually hold their maneuvers 
on the Czech border. The fact that the Red Army had divisions 
there did not disturb the Joint Chiefs. The Soviets apparently made 
an agreement in Cierna, but they were not absolutely sure that it 
would float. When the Politburo met on Monday and decided to move 
on Czechoslovakia, it was all set up the troops were there and 
ready to go. They had rehearsed it and rehearsed it and rehearsed 
it# We think they must have had 300 planes and elements of 26 
divisions,: some of them Bloc troops for appearance sake. It went 
exceedingly well. We had no warning. Their radio silence was 
good and it caused no alarm because they had done that on maneuvei 
before. We knew about it when Dobrynin told the President. 


r now from a NATO nation. 
.Ri0tts on West Germany now 
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sAoscow radio broadcast this announcement: 

"TASS is authorized to state that party and state officia 
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic appealed to the 
Soviet Union and other socialist states to give the irate 
Czechoslovak people urgent aid, including the assistan 

of armed forces*" 

1 o j today blamed "caloulaUona and mi.cal 
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